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BEIJING  FOR  HHS  HEALTH  ATTACHE  (BROSS) 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  TBIO  AMED  ASEC  PTER  VM 

SUBJECT:  NORTHERN  VIETNAM  FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAK  MAY  BE  ANTHRAX 
REF:  A.  HANOI  694  B.  HANOI  588 

IQ.  (SBU)  The  Vietnamese  media  recently  reported  a food  poisoning 
outbreak  in  northern  Ha  Giang  province,  along  the  Chinese  border, 
resulting  in  at  least  two  deaths.  Early  reports  suggest  an 
epizootic  association  with  anthrax  and  there  is  no  known  evidence  of 
bioterrorism.  Officials  acknowledge  420  cases,  with  three  persons 
remaining  in  critical  condition,  from  the  outbreak,  which  began  on 
June  21.  According  to  the  Ha  Giang  preventive  health  center, 
victims  from  90  families  in  rural  Po  Qua  Hamlet  in  Meo  Vac  district 
fell  ill  after  consuming  meat  from  two  water  buffalos  belonging  to  a 
local  family.  The  family  shared  the  meat  after  its  two  water 
buffalos  died  of  unknown  causes. 

J_2 . (SBU)  Earlier  today,  the  Ministry  of  Health  (MOH)  sent  an 
investigative  team,  consisting  of  representatives  from  the  Vietnam 
Administration  of  Preventive  Medicine  (VAPM) , the  National  Institute 
of  Hygiene  and  Epidemiology  (NIHE),  and  the  National  Institute  for 
Infectious  and  Tropical  Diseases  (NIITD),  to  Ha  Giang.  Due  to  the 
isolation  of  the  province  and  poor  transportation  infrastructure,  it 
will  take  the  team  at  least  two  days  to  arrive.  The  U.S.  National 
Institutes  of  Health  has  offered  to  collaborate  with  MOH,  the  Ha 
Giang  Provincial  Preventive  Medicine  and  Meo  Vac  District  Health 
Center  in  the  investigation  of  this  outbreak,  primarily  through 
serologic  testing  and  building  laboratory  capacity.  The  focus  of 
the  collaboration  would  be  aimed  at  serologic  testing  and  building 
laboratory  capacity.  The  U.S.  Embassy  health  attache  continues  to 
discuss  other  possible  U.S.  assistance  with  NIHE,  which  is 
implementing  the  Government  of  Vietnam  response. 


1[3 . (U)  Animal  anthrax  outbreaks  occur  sporadically  in  Vietnam, 

though  no  water  buffalo  infections  had  been  reported  since  last 
year.  We  had  not  heard  of  a human  case  for  several  years.  Vietnam 
continues  to  suffer  from  numerous  food  borne  disease  outbreaks, 
including  four  waves  of  cholera  that  have  struck  northern  Vietnam 
over  the  past  several  months  (refs  A and  B),  the  most  recent  of 
which  continues  to  impact  the  Hanoi  area. 
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